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Meeting Minutes – December 5, 2016 
6:00 p.m. School Music Room 

*indicates report/attachment provided 
 

1) Call to Order – 6:02 by Samina Malik Smith, Chair 
 
Attendance: 
Parents: Robynn Dunbar (Secretary), Rebecca Ryan, Samina Malik Smith (Chair), Suzanne 
Brooking Bond, Renee Bruno, Karen Gilkyson (Vice Chair), Courtney Mury 
 
Staff: Desiree White, Corrine Shmyruk (Principal), Terra Shewchuk (Vice Principal) 
 
Others: Karen Prokopowich (Trustee Buddy) 

 
2) Review of the Agenda – Karen Gilkyson 

Motion to Approve (amend title to read ‘Parkside Montessori’ in place of 
‘Parkside Montessori School’, no retractions) – Robynn Dunbar 
Approved – Karen Gilkyson 
 

3) Approval of Previous Minutes – Robynn Dunbar 
a) November 7, 2016  

Action Required: amend header to read ‘Parkside Montessori’ in place of ‘Parkside Montessori 
School’. 
Motion to Approve –Samina Malik Smith 
Approved – Suzanne Brooking Bond 
 

4) Old Business 
a) Parkside Montessori School Council – Rules of Order (amended)* 

• Strict elements removed. Remaining content pertains to Voting rules and Consensus 
(definitions,etc.). 

• Copy of the Rules of Order to be kept by Secretary (will also have available on the 
website). 

• Motion to approve amended Rules of Order – Samina Malik Smith 
Approval – Renee Bruno 
 

b) Parkside Montessori School Council – Operating Procedures* 
• Proposal to review one section (approximately) per council meeting with the goal of 

completing the Operating Procedures by the end of the school year. Consensus approval 
of this proposal. 

Action Required:  
• Robynn Dunbar to forward the Operating Procedures to those who didn’t get a copy. Will 

Plan to Review points 1-4 during the Jan. 9, 2016 School Council Meeting (with emphasis 
on #4). 
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c) Results of Parental Engagement Survey & Celebration of Learning (Nov. 28 + 29) 

• The Council presence at the Celebration of Learning nights was a great opportunity to 
inform parents of school council. There is a common misconception that you have to 
attend all meetings to be involved.  

• Feedback from parents revealed that most people have difficulty coming to events, but 
there is a willingness to help in other ways. Preferred communication seems to be email 
and Face Book. The completed surveys will help to establish a volunteer pool for future 
needs. Secretary will keep completed forms. 
 

d) Volunteers for December 22nd – school movie and popcorn day 
• Most spots filled already. Reminder calls to be made.  

 
e) Highland Park Association  

• Suzanne Brooking Bond will be meeting with the Highland Park Community Association 
December 6th. The consensus from council, as suggested by Miss Corrine, is to convey 
Parkside Montessori’s desire to be meaningfully involved in the community. 

Action Required:   
• Suzanne has agreed to report back to the School Council at the Jan 9, 2017 meeting. 

 
f) Chair Attendance at the Dec.1, 2016 School Board Meeting 

• Samina was unable to attend due to a schedule conflict. Karen mentioned that anyone 
from the School Council Executive could go for Samina. Next meeting may be in 
February.  Samina will get an email invitation (from Sandy) with details, and will inform 
the executive to try and arrange replacement, if she is unable to attend.  
 

g) Hot Lunch Initiative 
• Karen Gilkyson, Bev MacDonnell, and Suzanne Brooking Bond   
• 4 main Questions requiring answers before moving forward: 

1. Will this be a fundraiser or net zero project? 
 Fundraiser (consensus decision) 

2. If fundraising, what is the specific fundraising item/goal? 
 The School Wish-list outlined by Miss Corrine at the last council meeting. 

(Guided Reading Books, Gym Equipment, and Musical Instruments). 
3. Should we create a Hot Lunch Sub-Committee? 

 Yes. Sub-Committee volunteers include: Corrine Shmyruk, Terra 
Shewchuk, Bev MacDonnell, and Karen Gilkyson. 

4. Do we have access to a fridge? 
 Yes. Lots of them. 

Action Required: 
• Hot Lunch Sub-Committee to Review Options for food, being mindful of the dietary 

restrictions of students, and healthy options. Will also review the option of food provided 
by Restaurants vs Prepared at the School (Hot Dogs).  

 
h) $1000 Donation from Swanavon (on hold) 

• Consensus that funds will remain on hold pending grant allocation. 
 

  



Parkside Montessori, 9617 91a Ave, Grande Prairie, Alberta 
School Council Meeting 

 

Minutes 

 

3 

5) Principal’s Report and Advising Opportunities 
 
a) Miss Corrine’s Report on Mission/Vision Feedback 

• No rush in decisions. Currently compiling ideas. Miss Corrine has encouraged all to email 
their ideas to her. Will revisit this at the next school council meeting. 

• Miss Corrine thanked everyone for the great parent turnout for Celebration of Learning. 
The book fair had approximately $3400 in total sales. 60% of total sales comes back to 
the school to help stock the library. There were also >50 book donations by Montessori 
families at the book fair. 

• Numeracy Term of the Week is an initiative to provide clear and consistent use of 
Numeracy Terms for students. The ‘Weekly Challenge’ has been a huge success. 

• MALT Day – Very positive feedback from all involved. It ran very smoothly, with the next 
one coming up in January. The hope is to have more Parents involved in the next session 
to help the teachers move into more of an assisting role. 

• First Aid for Grade 3 – Suzanne Brooking Bond is facilitating a First Aid class in January 
called “We Can Help Too” for the grade 3 students. The goal is to teach the kids the 
basics of how to stay calm and take action in an emergency. 

• School Plan handed out by Miss Corrine. This is a report to stakeholders, and will also be 
available on the school website. Because this is a new school there is limited data. Miss 
Corrine reviewed the alignment of the Parkside Montessori’s Planning Framework with 
the Alberta Education Desired Outcomes. She also explained the tools used in the 
Assessment For Learning. Consensus to keep the ‘What Our Students Are Saying’ 
Section for subsequent reports. 

• Christmas Events Handout – outlined upcoming activities planned for the students before 
Christmas Break. 
 

b) Finances as part of the School Account  
• The School Council can assist Parkside Montessori in raising funds, but can’t do it 

independently. School Council Treasurer position remains vacant. All funds raised by the 
school council are raised on behalf of, and belong to, Parkside Montessori. 

 
c) Board Trustee – Karen Prokopowich Report/Update 

• Last Board Meeting – ‘Board Highlights’ on GPPSD main web page is a fantastic 
summary of the meetings. Main topic was budget, which had a positive outcome. The 
deficit was significantly less than predicted, and was able to be covered by reserve funds. 
This ensured no staffing cuts were required.  

• Roy Bickell Public School in Royal Oakes is on schedule so far with predicted completion 
at the end of July. 

• Kernels Popcorn has a fundraising program. Karen provided an info card for this 
opportunity. 

• Grant Applications – 22 total applications with $20,000 to give out. Dec. 15th decision 
date.  

• Private Donations – Renee Bruno asked about the possibility of large private donations. 
Karen explained that all private donations for Parkside Montessori would need to be 
given to the Education Foundation, with the specific instructions of what school they want 
that donation to be given to. The Education Foundation would then issue the donor a tax 
receipt. This same process would also apply to people wanting to donate money for 
specific items for the school (ie. snowshoes). This would provide a tax receipt for those 
donations as well. More specific questions regarding donations to the school should be 
directed to the Education Foundation.  
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6) New Business 
 
a) Christmas/Winter Events in December 

• Already reviewed by Miss Corrine. See Flyer* for specific dates and events.  
 

b) Munch and Lunch 
• An online program for ordering and paying for Hot Lunch items. $300 per year (unknown 

if this is per school year or per 12 months of service). Consensus is that it preferred to 
making the teachers handle money and orders.  

Action Required: 
• Hot Lunch Sub-Committee to decide on the feasibility of this program for Parkside 

Montessori Hot lunch program. Update council on decisions at next council meeting.  
 

c) Turkey Dinner in January for Parkside Students 
• At Swanavon, the school fundraised for the food needed, and the Elks prepared the food. 

Suggestion made to contact Shannon Weaver regarding the details in organizing this 
event.  

• Consensus to delegate the Turkey dinner planning to the Hot Lunch Sub-Committee, with 
the addition of extra volunteers. The turkey dinner will be in lieu of the Hot Lunch in 
January.  
 

7) Next Meeting – Monday January 9th, 2016 at 6pm 
 
8) Adjourn: Motion to Adjourn at 7:46 by Samina Malik Smith 
 

Approve: Bev MacDonnell 


