
March 3 - COMP Spirit Wear Day

March 4 & 5 - Teacher's Convention (no school for students)

Friday, March 19  - Day in Lieu (school closed)

Friday, March 26 - PL Day (no school for students)

Friday, April 2  - Good Friday (school closed)

April 5 - 9 - Spring Break (school closed)

Monday, April 12 - Classes resume

Monday, April 19 - Q4 begins

Friday, April 23 - PL Day (no school for students)

Monday, April 26 - Parent Teacher Interviews 4:00pm-8:00pm

Tuesday, April 27 - Parent Teacher Interviews 4:00pm-8:00pm

Friday, May 7 - PL Day (no school for students)

Monday, May 24 - Victoria Day (school closed)

Friday, June 4 - PL Day (no school for students)

Thursday, June 17 - Last day of Semester 2 Classes

June 25 - Last day for students except those writing 

optional Diploma exams on June 26.

*Congratulations to Mr. Travis Duncan for being
nominated for Development Coach of the Year
(Northwest Alberta Sports Excellence Awards).     
Mr. Duncan coaches the girls basketball teams here at
The Comp. He also coaches for Swan City Basketball.
Former student Gavin Ashworth has been nominated
for Male Athlete of the Year. 
Best of luck to them both!  

*Gr. 9 student Luhita Sharma's writing entry "IT'S
OKAY" has made it through the 1st round in the Polar
Expressions Publishing 15th annual national student
short-story competition and will be published in a
Canadian student short-story collection titled "The
Leap". Thousands of entries were received and
Luhita's story has been judged as being in the top
group for her grade. Her story was written last year
when she was in grade 8. Way to go Luhita! 

*Thank you to Northern Metalic for their generous
donation of $3,000 worth of supplies to the Career
Technology Studies program. The supplies will offer
students an opportunity to learn new skills with some
of those products such as bench grinding wheels, flap
discs, emery cloth, chop saw wheels, zip cut & grinding
discs, crimped wire brushes, and surface conditioning
discs!
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School Council meets the first Monday of every month
from 6:00-8:00pm. At this time, the meetings will be
held virtually. The link to attend the meeting will be
emailed out the morning of the meeting date. 
All parents/guardians are welcome to attend.

School Update
Hard to believe it is March already! We would like to remind parents that school fees are due now. If you
would like to add a yearbook to your student's account, please call the school. 2020-2021 Yearbooks are
$50 and will be available for pick up in October 2021. Deadline to purchase is April 30.  
School fees can be paid online through the PowerSchool Parent Portal or at the school. Any overdue library
books will now show on your statement. If your child returns the book, we will remove the fee. 

Please continue to monitor your children for symptoms of COVID-19 using the Alberta Health Services Daily
Checklist for Students available by clicking on this link. You can also do the online COVID-19 Self-
Assessment for your child by clicking here.

School Council Meetings 

Meeting Dates: March 1, April 5, May 3, June 7. 

Important Dates

 LIKE OUR FACEBOOK PAGE TODAY AND FOLLOW ALL THE COMP NEWS!  FOLLOW US ON IG @GPCOMPHIGH

Cafeteria
Click here to view this week's menu. 

GPCHS Shout Out's! 

https://www.gppsd.ab.ca/school/gpcomposite
https://www.gppsd.ab.ca/school/gpcomposite/Documents/COVID%2019%20Daily%20Checklist%20Students.pdf
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/journey/covid-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/gpchs/
https://www.facebook.com/gpchs/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAEXKJ4ImuQ/DLX7UTJFY789bGpduG14Aw/view?utm_content=DAEXKJ4ImuQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAEU6noYiXk/UGAs_QJwji3pYXFLsJIHpQ/view?utm_content=DAEU6noYiXk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=sharebutton


GRAD CORNER

APPLYING AND UPDATING APPLICATIONS TO POST-SECONDARY

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION
Gr. 12 students interested in finding out more information about upcoming scholarships,
are encouraged to review our 2020/2021 Scholarship Booklet.
  

Students can access the booklet through our school page:
1. Go to the GPCHS website:
https://www.gppsd.ab.ca/school/gpcomposite/Students/Pages/Scholarships-and-
Careers.aspx#/=
2. Download or View the PDF version of our 2020/2021 Scholarship Booklet

A reminder to all Gr. 12 students to update their ApplyAlberta accounts
with their 1st semester marks.  Students will need to input their Final
marks for their current classes that were “in progress” and change their
“planning to take” classes to “In progress”.

Stay informed with up-to-date
Grad information by visiting our
GPCHS Grad page.  

Grad 2021 Clothing
You can purchase Grad Clothing ONLINE! Store is
open now until Sunday, March 7th at 11:59pm.
Please click here to shop.

https://www.applyalberta.ca/
https://www.gppsd.ab.ca/school/gpcomposite/Students/Pages/Scholarships-and-Careers.aspx#/=
https://www.applyalberta.ca/
https://www.gppsd.ab.ca/school/gpcomposite/CompGrad/Pages/default.aspx#/=
https://grandeprairiecompgrad2021.itemorder.com/sale


STUDENT SERVICES

 Order high school transcripts in English and French
 View diploma exam marks
 Register to write or rewrite diploma exams with online payment
 View and print Detailed Academic Reports (DAR)
 View progress towards a credential (diploma or certificate)
 Order additional copies of an awarded credential in English or French
 Receive notifications for important messages

MyPass can also be used to view and print an official record of who a student resides with and
where they live. This may be required for some Canada Revenue Agency inquiries effective
from school year 2017.

Q: How do I sign up for myPass? 
A: Students can sign up by going to Student Services to register their personal email address.
No appointment is necessary. By registering an email with Student Services, this will give
immediate access to myPass. 

Students and parents can also register online through the myPass website, however you will
have to wait for an access code to be mailed to you. It is recommended to go to Student
Services first to avoid a delay in registering.
 

We encourage all high school students to sign up in Grade 10. 

Q: Why sign up for myPass?
A: It is an Alberta Education self-service website where students can access the following
information anytime, anywhere!

https://public.education.alberta.ca/PASI/myPass/welcome


ENGLISH DEPT. 
Letter from Chibaland

Submitted
by Mr. Chiba

     At the start of every semester, at least one student asks me about the way I write the date - a six
digit number, with the first two digits representing the year, the next two the month, and the final two
the day.  Their underlying assumption is that the usual way of doing things is the optimal way - after all,
millions of people have been doing it in the standard way on a daily basis for decades. Why would
anyone do something different?

     It started in the days when Microsoft Word would automatically title documents with the first line of
a document.  By starting each document with the year first, Word  will automatically sort everything in
chronological order.  This makes things easier to find.  
    
     My point is not that my way of recording the date is necessarily superior to the conventional way,
but the fact that people have a tendency to accept whatever they are presented with.  If we are taught
a certain way of recording the date, we go along with it, assuming that there must be a reason.  But the
reason, even if there is one, may not be a good one.  Take the familiar QWERTY keyboard - there are
untold millions of them in the world, and all kinds of resources on how to master it.  Yet there are other
ways to arrange a keyboard, and these claim to be more efficient, reducing strain on the typist.  I was
taught how to type on the QWERTY keyboard because that’s the most common keyboard in the
English-speaking world.   I could teach myself to learn the Dvorak keyboard, but I don’t do enough
typing to justify the investment of time and energy.  Plus there is all the added hassle of modifying
every keyboard I encounter, from home computer to smartphone.  It can be done, but when we are
currently living in the midst of a global pandemic, along with the accompanying economic, social, and
health-related fallout, increasing typing efficiency seems like small potatoes.  And so the tyranny of the
QWERTY layout continues, unabated.  

     At least I am making a choice, or so I tell myself.  I know there are benefits to changing my habits,
but having weighed the costs and the benefits, the numbers just don’t support making the switch to
Dvorak.  I know there’s a better way, but can live with my inefficient composing and data entry.  

     Another example concerns the use of passive voice in writing.  It is taken as axiomatic that the use of
the passive voice is to be avoided.  However, there are few absolutes in writing, and there are moments
when using the passive voice can be a good thing.  George Orwell is a notable promoter of avoiding the
passive voice in his classic essay “Politics and the English Language.”  At the end of the essay, Orwell
admits that, after spending the entire essay arguing for a certain approach to writing, he breaks his
own rules all the time.
  
     This is what I try to teach my students.  Here are the rules, but realize these rules can be broken. 
 Here are the reasons why these rules exist; if you feel these reasons don’t apply, feel free to disregard
them.  Good writing is not created by a scientific formula (at least not yet).  Be engaged with whatever
you are doing, and know the rules, but ultimately take control of your writing.  It is the students who
write for themselves, and not for the teacher who tend to be the most successful.
  
     As for the curious student who inquires about my writing of the date, to my knowledge not a single
one has changed their practice.  Which is fine with me, because at least now, it is their choice.



ENGLISH DEPT. 
New program for Grade 9 ELA!

 
We have started using the Star Literacy assessment with our Grade 9 students.  This program adapts to each
individual student’s level, producing an accurate reading level in about 30 minutes.  The program will also
provide information and resources for teachers to help raise reading levels.  

Here is some information from the company:

Star Assessments—which include Star Reading, Star Math, Star Early Literacy, Star Custom, and Star in Spanish—
are valid, reliable computer-adaptive assessments that help identify what students know and what they’re ready
to learn next.

While this video is primarily intended for parents of students taking the test at home, it does give a sense of
what the test is all about.  
https://p.widencdn.net/bui2t8/Administering-Renaissance-Star-Assessments-Remotely

SCIENCE DEPT. 

From LiveScience.com: This year was filled with
record-breaking scientific discoveries. Some
earned the title of "oldest," including the 7
billion-year-old stardust found to be the oldest
material on our planet and a 31,000-year-old
burial that held the remains of the oldest-ever
found identical twins. Others earned the title of
"longest," including a bird that traveled for 11
days straight from Alaska to New Zealand and a
lightning bolt that stretched for more than 440
miles (700 kilometers). Here are 10 times
science broke records in 2020. Click here to
read the full article. 

Submitted by
Mr. Chiba

Submitted by
Mrs. Arcand

Science Department Highlights
Science 10 students playing with dinosaur cars to
investigate motion and practice scientific
investigation skills. 
Students: Ty McLeod, Germaine Padsican, Ben
McLauchlan (no face), Morgan Rode (no face), and
Jaime Holloway (no face).

Science in the News
10 science records broken in 2020 

By Yasemin Saplakoglu

https://p.widencdn.net/bui2t8/Administering-Renaissance-Star-Assessments-Remotely
https://www.livescience.com/
https://www.livescience.com/science-records-broken-in-2020.html


LLCLibrary
Learning
Commons 

Parents & Students
 

https://sites.google.com/gppsd.ab.ca/gpchslibrary/home
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsxcdR0SLO53lipfwg1SZc2WjbB1S5g9IjcZxSUS2Af--PNw/viewform


Mrs. Letourneau's ISC Class 
Mr. Clive Atkinson has been in subbing for Mrs. Letourneau's class.

Check out all the cool art projects he has been making with the class! 

Octopus project: Wood pieces, popsicle sticks, pipe
cleaners, googly eyes, foam board, and sharpies were
used to create.

Valentine's Day Project

Haida Art: This was a challenging project as the
art is pieces put together to form an animal. A
very hard concept to grasp! Mrs. Gunson
brought in pieces of pallet wood and the class
sanded their pieces in the shop before
completing with sharpies and of course a final
coating of clear coat! Thanks Mr. Edey for
letting us use your shop.

Left - Name Boards: The class sanded scrap pieces
of wood from Mr. Edey's shop. Students drew out
their names in pencil and then traced with
colored sharpies. A quick spray coating of clear
coat and they are ready for display.

Bird Houses: The class used Dollar Store kits,
painted with acrylic and tempera paint, oil pastels,
coated with a layer of clear coat spray paint, and a
ribbon for hanging.



Mrs. Letourneau's ISC Class 

Below - More Dream Catchers made from bamboo
skewers 

The class used wood dowling, fabric, pipe
cleaners, yarn, ribbon, scissors, and hot glue
guns to create these kites.

Salt Art: They say too much
salt is a bad thing, Mr.
Atkinson disagrees! The class
used white glue, salt, and
tempera paint to make these
projects. Mr. A then did a final
coat of clear coat to protect
the salt.

Left - Dream Catchers: The class
used copper wire, metal rings, pipe
cleaners, string, beads, ribbon, and
feathers. 


