
Monday, January 11 - In-school classes resume

January 14 - 28 - Diploma Exams (optional)

Thursday, January 28 - Last day of Semester 1

Friday, January 29 - PL Day (no school for students) 

Monday, February 1 - Semester 2 begins, Q3 begins

Monday, February 15 - Family Day (school closed)

Friday, February 26 - PL Day (no school for students)

March 4 & 5 - Teacher's Convention (no school for students)

Friday, March 19  - Day in Lieu (school closed)

Friday, March 26 - PL Day (no school for students)

Friday, April 2  - Good Friday (school closed)

April 5 - 9 - Spring Break (school closed)

Monday, April 12 - Classes resume

Monday, April 19 - Q4 begins

Friday, April 23 - PL Day (no school for students)

Monday, April 26 - Parent Teacher Interviews 4:00pm-8:00pm                       

Tuesday, April 27 - Parent Teacher Interviews 4:00pm-8:00pm

Friday, May 7 - PL Day (no school for students)

Monday, May 24 - Victoria Day (school closed) 

Friday, June 4 - PL Day (no school for students)

Thursday, June 17 - Last day of Semester 2 Classes

June 18 - 26 - Exam week

June 25 - Last day for students except those writing optional

Diploma exams on June 26.
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School Council Meetings 
School Council meets the first Monday of
every month from 6:00-8:00pm in the library.
All parents/guardians are welcome to attend.
A mask is required.

Meeting Dates: Feb. 1, March 1, April 5, May 3,
June 7. 

Important Dates

 LIKE OUR FACEBOOK PAGE TODAY AND FOLLOW ALL THE COMP NEWS!  FOLLOW US ON IG @GPCOMPHIGH

COMP School Wear
You can now purchase Grad Hoodies ONLINE!
Store is open now and closes January 24th at
11:59pm.  Please click here to shop. Orders will
be delivered mid February to the school. The
next order date will be mid March. 

The COMP School Wear online store is coming       
soon! We will post on Facebook and the   
 GPCHS website when it is open. 

School Update
Happy New Year! Hope you all had a safe and healthy holiday season. We are looking forward to welcoming
back our students on Monday, January 11th for in-person learning. All buses will run as scheduled. All
COVID-19 health and safety protocols remain in effect. Our fabulous custodial staff have worked hard to
make sure the school has been thoroughly cleaned. 

Those students that have signed out a laptop, please make sure you bring it to school on Monday. If you do
not have it with you, you will be asked to go home and get it or have somebody drop it off. Any laptops that
are not returned will be billed to your school account. 

Any students that had a locker before the break will continue to have access to their assigned locker. 

The Cafeteria will be open. Please click here to view next week's menu.

https://www.gppsd.ab.ca/school/gpcomposite
https://www.facebook.com/gpchs/
https://www.facebook.com/gpchs/
https://grandeprairiecompgrad2021.itemorder.com/
https://www.facebook.com/gpchs
https://www.gppsd.ab.ca/school/gpcomposite/Pages/default.aspx#/=
https://www.canva.com/design/DAENaLtYPz8/3PM4vbQXhHFvMrmFcyekwg/view?utm_content=DAENaLtYPz8&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=sharebutton


STUDENT SERVICES
APPLYING AND UPDATING APPLICATIONS TO POST-SECONDARY
A reminder to all Gr. 12 students to update their ApplyAlberta accounts
when they have completed their 1st semester classes at the end of
January.  Students will need to input their Final marks for their current
classes that were “in progress” and change their “planning to take”
classes to “In progress”.

POST-SECONDARY PROGRAM OPTIONS
Any student who has not applied to a post-secondary program is still
able to do so.  Student Services encourages all students to create a
free Apply Alberta profile. Many post-secondary programs including
certificates, trades, diploma and degree programs are first qualified,
first accepted.  In the Grande Prairie area, students are fortunate to
be able to select from the many different programs offered at
Grande Prairie Regional College or students can also look at the
many different opportunities at Northern Lakes College. 

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION
Gr. 12 students interested in finding out more information about upcoming scholarships,
are encouraged to review our 2020/2021 Scholarship Booklet.
  

Students can access the booklet through our school page:
1. Go to the GPCHS website:
https://www.gppsd.ab.ca/school/gpcomposite/Students/Pages/Scholarships-and-
Careers.aspx#/=
2. Download or View the PDF version of our 2020/2021 Scholarship Booklet

 MENTAL HEALTH WEBSITE                              
Students interested in learning more about Mental Health are encouraged to view:
https://www.anxietycanada.com/. This comprehensive website is a great learning tool for
students to better understand their bodies reactions to stressful environments.  

Student Services Counsellors are here for students who would like help
exploring this further.

A-L M-Z
Mr. Travis Duncan

Travis.Duncan@gppsd.ab.ca
Mrs. Tracey Thiemann

Tracey.Thiemann@gppsd.ab.ca

https://www.applyalberta.ca/
https://www.applyalberta.ca/
https://www.applyalberta.ca/
https://www.gprc.ab.ca/
https://www.northernlakescollege.ca/
https://www.northernlakescollege.ca/
https://www.gprc.ab.ca/
https://www.northernlakescollege.ca/
https://www.gppsd.ab.ca/school/gpcomposite/Students/Pages/Scholarships-and-Careers.aspx#/=
https://www.anxietycanada.com/
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A Note from Learning Support Teachers:
Parents & Guardians,

With the new covid restrictions in place, we will be sending your child’s Academic
Action Plan or Individual Program Plan home via email this year. Please watch your
email for these documents which can be signed electronically, they do not need to be
printed and/or scanned.  If you are unfamiliar with electronic signatures, please look at
the instructions below to help you sign the document using Adobe Sign.  



STUDENT SERVICES
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As always, the Learning Support Teachers are still available to help support
students at this time. 

Mrs. Ayre 
Grade 10 & 12

Tanya.Ayre@gppsd.ab.ca

Ms. Skinner
Grade 9 & 11

MaryEllen.Skinner@gppsd.ab.ca
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ENGLISH DEPT. 
Letter from Chibaland

Submitted
by Mr. Chiba

     Reality is a tenuous proposition.  This may seem far-fetched, as reality is what
every single one of us experiences in all of our waking moments that we’re not trying
to escape from it, in the form of books, movies, Netflix, video games, etc.  But our
interpretation of our reality is informed by many factors, not all of which we are
consciously aware of.  This perhaps explains why a recent survey revealed as many as
1 in 6 Americans believe the Earth is flat, and millions of Americans believe that the
presidential election was stolen. 

      I watched a documentary about people who spend a lot of energy exploring the
implications of the so-called “Mandela Effect” (a name I hate, because I never thought
Nelson Mandela died in prison, and don’t know anyone who did).  Now perhaps these
individuals in the documentary represent a tiny fringe element of the Mandela Effect
people, but they illustrate my point about the fragility of reality.  They begin with
things that I did mix up, and then draw some outlandish conclusions based on this
tendency to confuse certain advertising slogans or cereal box images.  My favorite
theory is that in fact Mandela did die in prison, but in an alternate reality.  Those of
us who apparently are mis-remembering reality are actually the possessors of true
knowledge because we somehow travelled through a wormhole in the space-time
continuum, and can recall these details from this other universe.  In other words, if
you experience the Mandela effect, you aren’t confused or forgetful; you are a special
person who has travelled the multiverse.  This, for some people, is their reality. And
who am I to say they are wrong?

     Literature can help us deal with the implications of unreal reality.  There are
certain things that we accept unquestioningly, sources of information, values, beliefs
etc. that we consider unimpeachable.  From this foundation we stitch together the
fabric of our reality. But how many of our sources are truly without flaw, bias, or
omission?  Consider David from the novel The Chrysalids; he is raised from birth to
believe those who appear different than him are the work of the devil, and this
message is reinforced every single day of his life.  Yet when he does encounter
someone different (six toes is one of the many specific flaws he is warned against)
David rejects his upbringing, because to do otherwise would be to violate his moral
code.  For David, Sophie is simply a brave little girl, and not a monster.  

     It is a challenge to get students to recognize the enormity of David’s actions.  For
most, David’s position is obvious, as Sophie would be accepted as normal in today’s
society.  The rules of David’s world are nonsensical to them, and are easily dismissed.  
What takes time is showing them that it is far easier for an outsider to see the flaws
in a society than it is for someone raised in that world.  David’s decision to become
friends with Sophie is a profound and radical act, which has implications in the novel
that are felt across the globe and down through the ages. 

     My advice for those who want to emulate David in today’s world is to beware of
flattery.  Anyone selling a worldview that puts you at the centre of the action, as
special or privileged over the deluded masses may have their own agenda.  While it is
possible that I am a special being who can jump between universes, it is more likely
that I just mis-remembered that cereal box, and I can skip the Mandele effect
conference.  Still, if I can span the multiverse, I’ll try to bring you back something
nice.    



Library Writing Contest
 

The Collins Writing Contest - Grande Prairie Public Library
 

We are fortunate to be able to participate in one of the best writing
contests in the country, and it is limited to residents of the Peace Country -
no competing against Margaret Atwood! Cash prizes for the top three in
Grades 7-9 and Grades 10-12 (as well as Grades 1-3 and adult).

This year’s topic - the ‘bots!

Deadline - February 28, 2021

https://www.gppl.ca/EN/main/programs-events/contests/collins-writing-
contest.html

Film and Media Studies 15 and 25
 

Welcome back Film students! Hopefully, you had a chance to enjoy a few
movies over your well-deserved break. I look forward to discussing them
with you. As we wrap up the semester, Film 25 will study films by classic
directors such as Alfred Hitchcock and newer Film makers like Danny Boyle
and Baz Luhrmann. 

Film 15 will conclude their studies by expanding their understanding of the
importance of theme and character in the movies. As we step into 2021, we
are faced with many new challenges and ways of doing things. How will our
current situation continue to affect film making? Will more movies be
released online instead of in theatres? What will the annual awards season
look like this year? Interesting questions to ponder – but in the meantime,
pick a flick and enjoy the show!

FILM STUDIES

ENGLISH DEPT. 

https://www.gppl.ca/EN/main/programs-events/contests/collins-writing-contest.html


LLC
Learn for Fun! Here are some course

materials you can use for the enjoyment of

learning. They will not give you credits, but

they may help you decide what career you

are interested in pursuing after high school.
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GPCHS Library
Learning Commons

website

https://sites.google.com/gppsd.ab.ca/gpchslibrary/home
https://sites.google.com/gppsd.ab.ca/gpchslibrary/home/apps-and-resources/online-learning
https://kpu.pressbooks.pub/learningtolearnonline/
https://sites.google.com/gppsd.ab.ca/gpchs-library/home/apps-and-resources/online-learning
https://sites.google.com/gppsd.ab.ca/gpchs-library/home/career-post-secondary
https://sites.google.com/gppsd.ab.ca/gpchs-library/home/career-post-secondary
https://sites.google.com/gppsd.ab.ca/gpchs-library/home/career-post-secondary
https://academy.act.org/
https://library.curriki.org/
https://www.curriculumpathways.com/portal/#search/g//l3/0/newPopularScore
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fnsdl.oercommons.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEokQRDQEDwOh0M4jgo_vjn9qr4UA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mathematicsvisionproject.org%2Fcurriculum.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNENH7lF4Ik6tt-hMM0Q4FIEwNkA1w
http://serendipity.utpl.edu.ec/
https://https/www.uen.org/7-12interactives/index.shtml
https://oeru.org/
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edx.org%2F&sa=D
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coursera.org%2F&sa=D
http://cool4ed.org/careertecheducation
https://oer.deepwebaccess.com/oer/desktop/en/search.html
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.futurelearn.com%2F&sa=D
https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/careers/career-planning/careers-major
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.prospects.ac.uk%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNH6UbzDy1vvPb7tuN483ENViCjdkA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jobbank.gc.ca%2Fcareer-planning%2Fquizzes&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFrh2FoFP1MUuOVVizfGop2T25tQg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Falis.alberta.ca%2Foccinfo%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNH-g55wNRehCF2fO4tnzjj5qLVKTQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.prospects.ac.uk%2Fjob-profiles&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFuV7BJbMesBqmIsM8-5ter0bAzfg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jobbank.gc.ca%2Fcareer-planning%2Fsearch-job-profile&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFW19n2bFH6u-EnpuY3shbYVefT9w
https://sites.google.com/gppsd.ab.ca/gpchslibrary


AVOID FINES!  RETURN TEXTBOOKS

FROM SEMESTER ONE AND ANY

OVERDUE MATERIALS

Ensure They Are Clean
Unfold Dog Ears
Remove Any Tabs or Sticky Notes

Before Returning Books 

A-L

Library
Learning
Commons LLC


