
Important DatesMessage from the Office
Friday, December 4 - Day in Lieu (school closed)

Friday, December 11 - PL Day (no school for students)

December 19 - January 3 - Christmas Break (school closed)

Monday, January 4 - At-home learning resumes

Monday, January 11 - In-school classes resume

January 14 - 28 - Diploma Exams (optional)

Thursday, January 28 - Last day of Semester 1

Friday, January 29 - PL Day (no school for students) 

Monday, February 1 - Semester 2 begins, Q3 begins

Monday, February 15 - Family Day (school closed)

Friday, February 26 - PL Day (no school for students)

March 4 & 5 - Teacher's Convention (no school for students)

Friday, March 19  - Day in Lieu (school closed)

Friday, March 26 - PL Day (no school for students)

Friday, April 2  - Good Friday (school closed)

April 5 - 9 - Spring Break (school closed)

Monday, April 12 - Classes resume

Monday, April 19 - Q4 begins

Friday, April 23 - PL Day (no school for students)

Monday, April 26 - Parent Teacher Interviews 4:00pm-8:00pm      

Tuesday, April 27 - Parent Teacher Interviews 4:00pm-8:00pm

Friday, May 7 - PL Day (no school for students)

Monday, May 24 - Victoria Day (school closed) 

Friday, June 4 - PL Day (no school for students)

Thursday, June 17 - Last day of Semester 2 Classes

June 18 - 26 - Exam week

June 25 - Last day for students except those writing optional Diploma

exams on June 26.
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We are in our first week of At Home Learning for our
students. At Home Learning will continue until January 8,
2021. If your child is not online and actively participating
in their classes online by now, please contact their
teacher or call the school. Your child's schedule will
resemble a typical school day. Attendance will be taken
for every class and student's are expected to be present
for the duration of their class. If your child will be absent,
you are still required to contact the school. For more
information on At Home Learning, please click here.

In person learning is planned to resume January 11, 2021.
Please continue to check your email regularly as any new
information from Alberta Education and our School
Division will be shared with parents by email as it
becomes available.  If you are not receiving emails, check
your junk folder first, then contact the school. 

Q1 Grades and Teachers Comments are available
through PowerSchool. Please click here for instructions
on how to view. The Report Card section in PowerSchool
will not show your child's report card at this time. We will
post  Semester 1report cards there in February once
Semester 1 is finished.

We would like to thank the 864 families that have
completed the online Registration Update Form for your
child. We are still missing 53. We have called and emailed
those families that we are still missing forms from. It is
imperative that you complete this form as it could impact
your child's at-home learning if you do not complete.
If you need help with your PowerSchool login to the Parent
Portal, please call the school at 780-532-7721 and we will be
happy to assist you.

A heart-felt thank you to all our students, parents,
teachers and support staff as we have all had to weather
this storm together and adapt, learn and grow with the
ongoing changes.  We would like to wish you all a
wonderful break and we look forward to seeing you in
2021. Please stay healthy and safe. 

DECEMBER 2020

GRANDE PRAIRIE COMPOSITE HIGH SCHOOL
CONTACT  US: 11202 - 104 ST. GRANDE PRAIRIE, AB T8V 2Z1

PHONE:  780 -532 -7721  FAX:  780 -532 -6036  EMAIL:  GPCOMP@GPPSD.AB.CA

WEBSITE:  WWW.GPPSD.AB.CA /SCHOOL /GPCOMPOSITE

School Council Meetings 
School Council meets the first Monday of every month from
6:00-8:00pm in the library. All parents/guardians are welcome to
attend. A mask is required.

Meeting Dates: Dec. 7, Jan. 4, Feb. 1, March 1, April 5, May 3,
June 7. 
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ENGLISH DEPT. 
Letter from Chibaland - the exemplary edition

Submitted
by Mr. Chiba

     A person’s ambitions can reveal a great deal about them.  Lifelong goals hint at what a
person truly values.  When we look at the aspirations of famous people retroactively, it can
seem like their triumphs were an inevitable product of their own iron will.  Wayne Gretzky, one
of the greatest hockey players of all time, pursued his dream from a very early age.  Ditto
Michael Jordan, the greatest basketball player of all time.  Some people set their sights a little
lower.  In the third book of his Deptford trilogy. Robertson Davies gives his narrator, who is an
historian, the goal of being the authority on something.  He envisions a world where people
quote him with “Ramsay says . . .”.    I’m not sure what it says about me that one of my lifelong
ambitions is to coin a word.

     Currently, there are two words I am trying to coax into general usage.  The first is more of a
colloquialism - “TiHo.”  It is a sort of acronym for Tim Horton’s, derived from a shortening of the
name - sort of like “J-Lo” for Jennifer Lopez.  It has not taken off.  Apparently there is a different
colloquialism for the famous Canadian coffee spot - “Timmy’s.”  I still prefer mine, and use it
whenever I can, even if it impedes communication.  
     

    “You mean ‘Tito’s’”, said my wife, when I tested it out with my family as I composed this
column.  
    

    “No, ‘Tiho’s’”, I insisted.  “You know what I mean, don’t you?”  There may have been multiple
instances of eye rolling around the room.  

     The second word I am pushing has gained a little traction, as it is something I can use
occasionally in my classroom.  There are times when I want students to generate ideas for class
discussion, but those ideas are not necessary for exams or essays. These are moments when I
want students to get into a certain mindset, but the ideas themselves are secondary to the
main focal points of the text.  In these moments, I ask them to generate these ideas on a piece
of paper, but a special piece of paper that I call a “posp.”  This is an acronym for “piece of scrap
paper.”  While students don’t use the word themselves, at least they are recognizing what I
mean when I ask them to get out a posp.  When I first define “posp” for a class, there are
sometimes issues when I explain “posp” is an acronym - some students substitute a different
word for “scrap.”

     The most famous creator of words and phrases in English is William Shakespeare.  He is
credited with the origin of as many as 1,700, though the source I found was dismissive of that
total, and put the number at around 500.  The one Shakespearean word I always remember
from university is “puke.”  Yes, I paid real money to learn these things.

     I would settle for just one word to my credit..  Actually, that’s probably a lie.  Once I had
invented one word that entered the lexicon, I know that I would not be satisfied.  Emboldened
by my success, I would push for more and more words, caught up in my own growing ego.  I
would become famous for my wordsmithing, and publish books explaining the intricate
workings of my word factory of a brain.  Perhaps a how-to book would follow, and the English
language itself would swell like a river after a hard rain, with people all over the globe following
the Chiba method of word creation, pouring their energies into their lexical obsession.  It would
become a phenomenon, culminating in an illness in the DSM.  We could call it “Chibaitis.”  
The dream lives on.

https://www.facebook.com/gpchs/
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Film Studies
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Film and Media Studies 25

Film 25 concludes the calendar year of film class by studying the work of Ron Howard and Robert
Zemeckis. Both directors have made a wide variety of films in different genres, including some relatively
recent seasonal offerings that have the potential of being considered classics in the future. Their
retelling of tales involving The Grinch and Ebenezer Scrooge are unique in their presentation but retain
the classic concept of redeemable humanity, or “Whomanity”, if you will. 

Film and Media Studies 15

Film 15 will be getting into the festive swing of things by watching movies written, directed and
produced by the late great John Hughes. Is there a connection between Planes, Trains and
Automobiles, Uncle Buck and Home Alone? There are several, actually, and Film 15 will explore
those links in the coming weeks.

With Christmas season fast approaching, don’t forget you can watch great free Christmas content
on streaming sites like YouTube, Tubitv, ctv.ca and gem.cbc.ca.

Enjoy the show!

Science Submitted by
Mrs. Arcand

Submitted by
Mr. Whipple

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT HIGHLIGHTS: 

Last month, Science 10 classes played with bubbles to learn about the cell membrane. 

Some Biology 20’s attended an elk heart and lung dissection

Some grade 9’s are learning about chemical changes.

Biology 30 wrapped up Reproduction and Cell Development,

       at lunch.

       learning all about the development of humans in the womb. 

https://www.facebook.com/gpchs/
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Mrs. Letourneau's ISC Class 

Mr. Clive Atkinson was subbing for Mrs. Letourneau's class and
they made Remembrance Day Silhouettes.

TEACHER EXAMPLETEACHER EXAMPLETEACHER EXAMPLE STUDENT'S FINISHED WORKSTUDENT'S FINISHED WORKSTUDENT'S FINISHED WORK

Mr. Atkinson also had the class make these beautiful mosaic pictures. 

https://www.facebook.com/gpchs/


Onl i ne  Resou r ce s

YOU CAN ALSO SEARCH FROM SOME ONLINE

CONTENT USING OUR LIBRARY CATALOGUE.
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Resources Below Are Not Alberta Curriculum Specific, But

You May Still Find Them Useful.

https://alberta.exambank.com/
https://questaplus.alberta.ca/
https://sites.google.com/gppsd.ab.ca/gpchs-library/home
http://www.onlinereferencecentre.ca/division-iv-10-12.html
https://actacademy.act.org/search?offset=0&resource_type=video-game-interactive-audio-other
https://www.siyavulaeducation.com/work-oer.html#BOOKS
https://openstax.org/subjects/high-school
https://www.ck12.org/student/
http://www.openculture.com/free_textbooks
https://oasis.geneseo.edu/index.php
https://www.hippocampus.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/MITK12Videos/
https://www.openschool.bc.ca/k12/#k12
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/74916/search/oer?q=dogs
https://sites.google.com/gppsd.ab.ca/gpchs-library
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/74916/search/oer?q=dogs
https://www.facebook.com/gpchs/



