
June 24, 2020 

Dear Parents, Guardians and Caregivers, 

As one of, if not the most, unusual school years any of us have experienced draws to a close, I want to share our 
appreciation to you all for your efforts to support student learning over the last 3.5 months, and to provide you an 
update on what to expect for next year. 

Since March 16 our students have been learning from home, and our Board of Trustees and I are grateful to you 
for your patience, your cooperation working with staff, and for your significant efforts to support their learning.  
The work was challenging and new for most of you, yet you managed it well and our students benefitted a great 
deal as a result.  Thank you for that.  We have learned a great deal about the learning from home experience from 
the 4000+ parent responses to our recent survey.  Should we ever find ourselves learning from home again, your 
feedback will help us to continue to improve.  To learn more about what we heard, you can access the common 
themes from the student and parent responses on our Division web page, located at www.gppsd.ab.ca/survey. 

It is clear in our survey results that the majority of staff, students and parents want to see students back in school 
next fall, with safety of all continuing to be our Division’s top priority.  That priority has driven our planning for 
the 3 possible student attendance scenarios, identified by Alberta Education, over the past 6 weeks.  I am grateful 
for the significant efforts of our teachers and staff over the past months. The feedback they have received during 
that experience has have been incorporated by our leaders into the attached document, which provides an 
overview of what each of the 3 September re-entry scenarios may include. 

Alberta’s Education Minister has committed to provide school divisions with more specific direction about what re-
entry will look like by August 1.  When we know what to expect, each school will inform parents about the 
specifics of their re-entry plan.  You can expect to see new routines and structures, such as an increased focus on 
health screening and hand hygiene and keeping groups of students together as much as possible.  The changes will 
all be focused on keeping our school communities as safe and healthy as possible and continuing to support 
student learning at high levels.  Please watch for letters home and requests for information in August. 

As our school comes to an end on Friday of this week, my hope for you all is that your summer is filled with good 
health, family and friends.  I look forward to working together again in September to support your children.  Stay 
well. 

Respectfully, 

Alexander (Sandy) McDonald 
Superintendent of Schools 

http://www.gppsd.ab.ca/survey


Grande Prairie Public School Division Planning for School Re-Entry 
September 2020 

Over the past three months students, parents and school staff have worked together to support each other in a 
challenging time.  We appreciate the patience, flexibility and dedication that has been demonstrated by 
everyone.  We recognize every staff member for their contributions to the success of our students.  

Supporting our students moving forward includes ensuring their ongoing growth as learners and consideration 
of their mental and physical well-being. 

The September 2020 Re-entry Plan for the Grande Prairie Public School Division is based on assumptions that 
may change.  Final decisions will be provided from the province by the first week of August.  We recognize that 
the uncertainty for September may create challenges for families to plan and we are committed to keeping our 
school community informed with the most up to date information. 

Guiding Principles 

• Staff and Student well-being is our priority
• The School Division will attend to the protocols established by Alberta Health Services in all aspects of

schooling including structuring in-person instruction and extra-curricular activities
• Parents are the decision-makers with respect to what they believe is in the best interest of their child’s

health and well being
• Students will have high quality and consistent learning opportunities focused on the essential curricular

outcomes identified by the Division
• Scheduling consistent to support teachers, students, and families
• Staff will have access to professional learning, collaboration, and support

School Re-Entry 

The provincial government is considering three different re-entry scenarios for the fall.  The purpose of outlining 
the scenarios is to help parents understand the potential impact on their family structures and provide a context 
for planning.   

Scenario 1 – Near Normal Operations 

• All students and staff return to near normal routines in the school with additional health measures
• Regular school hours, school calendar and student attendance are expected
• Health guidelines for monitoring and responding to the health of students and staff will be established

by the Chief Medical Officer
o These will include handwashing, hand sanitizing, restrictions on assemblies, and limits on some

close contact activities
• Before leaving home, staff, and students must self-screen for symptoms each day
• In situations where physical distancing is not possible, extra emphasis is placed on hand hygiene,

respiratory etiquette, not participating when sick and regular cleaning and disinfection
• Assumes delivery of all curriculum following Alberta Health Guidelines



• Assumes implementation of provincial assessments (Diploma and Achievement Tests)
• Drop-off, pick-up, and school entry procedures will be in place
• Bus transportation with enhanced protocols will continue to be available for qualified riders
• Procedures will be in place for staff and students that become symptomatic during the school day

Scenario 2 - Blended Operations

This will be a modified school day, where some students attend and some students learn at home each day.

• Smaller groups (cohorts) of students will be scheduled to attend on rotating days with additional health
measures

• For the periods students are not at school, teachers will plan educational activities requiring minimal
assistance from parents/caregivers that reinforces the in-class instruction

• Health guidelines for monitoring and responding to the health of students and staff and physical
distancing parameters will be established by the Chief Medical Officer

o These will include handwashing, hand sanitizing, restrictions on assemblies, and restrictions on
some close contact activities

• Before leaving home, staff, and students must self-screen for symptoms each day
• Schools will develop schedules that establish cohorts, routines, and movement in the school to support

physical distancing when possible
• Drop-off, pick-up, and school entry procedures will be in place
• Bus transportation with enhanced protocols will continue to be available for qualified riders
• Procedures will be in place for staff and students that become symptomatic during the school day.

Parent/Guardians will be notified to pick up symptomatic students immediately

Scenario 3 – Learning from Home 

• In-person classes remain cancelled and students continue learning from home
• Staffing and resources are aligned to support core instruction in a learning from home model
• Regularly scheduled real time on-line learning provided by teachers
• Standardization of learning from home methods of program delivery
• Planning for students who do not have access to technology

Supporting Student, Family and Staff Well-Being 

Learning from our community about their experiences since March will help us support students, families, and 
staff.  In August, the Division will be sending out a survey to students, families, and staff to learn more about the 
impact that COVID-19 has had to inform our planning to support our students’ well-being.  In the meantime, 
know that  Positive Mental Health resources are available to families, students, and staff on our Division 
webpage under “Learning at Home Parent Supports”. 

We are looking forward to the 2020/2021 school year as much as we do any other year and are excited to see 
our new classes of students in September.  We encourage our staff, students, and families to take the summer 
break to focus on their well-being.  We are committed to keeping our community informed as direction is shared 
from Alberta Education and the Chief Medical Officer.  Please check in at www.gppsd.ab.ca and watch for 
communication from your child’s school in August. 

https://www.gppsd.ab.ca/learningathome/Pages/positive-mental-health.aspx#/=
http://www.gppsd.ab.ca/
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