
 

 
 
 
 
April 8, 2020 
 
Dear Parents, Guardians and Caregivers, 
 
The past 3 weeks have certainly been unlike any we’ve seen before.  As we prepare for the GPPSD spring break, 
which begins Friday, I must say thank you for the efforts, understanding and support you have shown as our 
students have transitioned from learning in classrooms to learning at home.  The success of our students has 
always been a result of a strong partnership between you at home and our staff at school.  The importance of that 
partnership is amplified under this new structure and we are grateful for the opportunities to work with you in 
new ways.   
 
As our staff are learning new teaching methods, I know you are making significant efforts at home too.  While 
helping your children at home can be fun, I know it can also be challenging, overwhelming and/or frustrating at 
times.  Please know if challenges exist in your home, our teachers and administrators are available to help.  I 
encourage you to talk to your teachers, vice principals and principals to share the challenges and opportunities you 
are experiencing.    
 
The safety of our students, their families and our staff are at the top of our priority list in this new learning model 
and we know that our teaching methods must be flexible and adaptive to meet your needs at home.  Feedback 
that you provide to your child’s teacher(s) will help inform their planning and I am hopeful we will settle into a 
rhythm of sorts through the rest of April that will sustain us through the remainder of the school year. 
 
Looking ahead, our school staff are continuing to develop plans for how to assess our students and prepare them 
for next year, particularly at the high school and more information will be shared as it is developed.  Registration 
for kindergarten and students new to the Division continues and our schools will be starting their transition 
planning for next year in May. 
 
In summary, I know that we are all at different places on this new learning journey.  That is OK.  We must be 
flexible and adapt to support the different needs, but we need your help to identify your needs.  Please use spring 
break to take the focus off schoolwork and put it on your family and individual wellness.  If you have not yet visited 
it, the Learning at Home: Parent Supports button on our Division web page (www.gppsd.ab.ca) will take you to a 
variety of resources to support learning, wellness, and even has some spring break activity suggestions for your 
family to consider.  Stay well. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Alexander (Sandy) McDonald 
Superintendent of Schools 

http://www.gppsd.ab.ca/

