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Family Choice 

As we prepare for the start of the school year and the return to in-person classes, we recognize that in- 

person classes may not be appropriate for all families. Ensuring optimal learning for all students is one of 

the most impactful strategies to support long term learning and high school completion. Grande Prairie 

Public School Division is committed to providing high-quality instruction to all students, regardless of their 

choice to return to class or to Learn from Home. The following guidelines will outline your options so that 

you may make an informed decision that supports the best interests of your children. 

In the spring, the cancellation of classes required an emergency shift to Learning from Home. Learning 

from Home in 2020-2021 will be different than what students previously experienced. Students will be 

expected to learn all of their grade level curriculum, instead of reduced outcomes. You can expect that a 

typical school day for children in the Learning from Home environment to be a similar to the length of an 

instructional school day, in class. The other primary difference will be an established expectation about 

direct instruction from a teacher. The teacher will schedule live, mandatory, learning opportunities in an 

online environment as well as prepare materials to be completed at home, under the supervision of a 

parent. 

Your commitment to Learning from Home is flexible. If a family were to choose Learning from Home, they 

may return to in-person classes at scheduled intervals throughout the year. Return to in-person classes 

will coincide with report card periods. In order to return to in-person classes, parents must give your 

school’s Principal a minimum of 30 days’ notice. Students would return to their boundary school for in- 

person classes. The reporting periods for re-entry are: 
 

Kindergarten-Grade 8 Grades 9-12 
November 30, 2020 
March 15, 2021 

January 29, 2021 

 
Parents will receive a survey on August 11th to indicate if their children will be returning to in-person 

classes or Learning from Home. 

Expectations for Families 

The teacher is responsible for the instruction and assessment of students. Learning from Home depends 

on parents for the day to day engagement of learning and completion of assignments. Parents should 

consider the learning habits of their child, their level of independence as learners and the availability 

parents will have to provide support when accessing this temporary approach to instruction. 

Technology 

Families are responsible for providing the required technology and infrastructure at home, including a 

reliable Wi-Fi connection. Training to support families will be provided to ensure ease of access and use 

with Google Classroom and Google learning platforms. 
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Students in Kindergarten to Grade 9 

Students will be enrolled in a Learning from Home teacher’s class. Classes may be multi-graded, and their 

teacher may be based out of a school that is different than their current school. Teachers assigned to the 

Learning from Home Program will not be assigned an additional in-person class. The core subject areas are 

Mathematics, English Language Arts, Science, Social Studies, Physical Education. Health and Wellness and 

the Arts components will be integrated within their programming. In some instances, students may need 

to be present in a Division building for some assessments. 

Students in Grades 10-12 

Students will be connected to a teacher in GPPSD. The courses that they have access to are based on pre- 

requisites. While all core courses are available to students, there are limited elective courses available 

through Learning from Home. Students wishing to go back to their boundary school during the year may 

have interruptions in their programing due to course availability. Providing the school with as much 

advance notice will support an easier return. In some instances, students may need to be present for 

assessments in the Learning from Home format. 

Programs of Choice 

Programs of Choice are not available through Learning from Home. These include French Immersion, 

Montessori, Christian Programing, International Baccalaureate, Senior Apprenticeship, Academy, and 

Preschool. 

Students will be able to transition back to their program of choice at the intervals noted above during the 

2020-2021 school year. Students enrolled in French Immersion will be able to re-enroll in the program for 

up to one year. Students will need to demonstrate to the school adequate proficiency to meet the needs 

of the grade level they are entering. 

High School Programs of Choice 

For High School programs such as International Baccalaureate and senior trades students may need to 

complete pre-requisite courses upon their return to in-person classes. High School French Immersion 

students are required to have completed French Language Arts through distance learning as part of 

Learning from Home programming to re-enroll in French Immersion courses upon their return to in-person 

classes. 
 

 

 
If you have any questions about Learning from Home, please contact your school beginning on 

August 18, 2020. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Q: Will my family have the opportunity to continue to learn from home? 

• Yes. We understand that returning to in-person learning might not be the right solution for all families. 

We are developing a Learn from Home program to support families who wish to have their children 

remain at home for all or part of the upcoming year. 

Q: What will Learning from Home look like? 

• While our specific plans are still being developed, you can expect that your child will be assigned to 

dedicated Learning from Home teacher who will schedule live, mandatory, learning opportunities in an 

online environment as well as prepare materials to be completed at home, under your supervision. You 

can expect that a typical school day for students to be a similar to the length of an instructional school 

day, in class. 

 
Q: Which subjects will students experience? 

• Students will be expected to learn all of their grade level curriculum. The core subject areas are 

Mathematics, English Language Arts, Science, Social Studies, Physical Education. Health and Wellness and 

the Arts components will be integrated within their programming. 

Q: Will my child still be registered in their home school? 

• Students participating in Learning from Home will be assigned to an online teacher and will not be 

registered in their school for the period of time they are enrolled in Learning from Home. 

Q: If we choose Learning from Home, can my child re-enroll in their school? 

• Yes. Students will have the opportunity to re-enroll in their school at intervals throughout the year. 

Please see the Learning from Home resource for more information. 

Q: My child is in a Program of Choice like French Immersion or Montessori. Will they receive Learning from 

Home supports from those programs? 

• The Learning from Home program is a Division program and does not offer specialized programming that 

is experienced in Programs of Choice. Your child will have the opportunity to rejoin their Program of 

Choice at the intervals described in the Learning from Home resource. 

Q: Will my high school student be able to participate in Learning from Home? 

• Yes. Based on appropriate pre-requisites, your child may be enrolled in core courses. Limited elective 

courses will be available. 


