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is grade 5 at  Swanavon School. He does a 
great  job of following the protocol for  
patroll ing and ensures the other  students 
cross the st reet  safely. Bryce is always on 
t ime and very responsible.  
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�. he grade three classes have finished 
their mapping unit and have designed 
some fabulous community maps which will 
be on display in the hallway. Make sure 
you take a quick peek to see how creative 
they all were. In our next unit we will learn 
about family life, homes, food, schools, 
sports, and hobbies in the country of Peru. 
We will also talk about the differences 
between life in the city and life in the 
country. 
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When reading with a beginning 
reader, it's important to do the 
following: 
Give them time to read. Reading is a skill, 
and like many other skills, it takes time to 
develop. A beginning reader should spend at 
least 20 minutes a day reading to or with 
someone. The books read during this time 
should be relatively easy for your child.  

1. Let them reread the same books. Rereading the same words over and over again helps 
build fluency. Over time, you'll notice that your child will stop less often to decode 
words.  

2. Encourage attention to the print. If your child is stuck on a word, help him look at the 
first letter(s) and encourage him to sound it out. If it's a difficult word, or one that 
can't be sounded out, simply supply the word and continue reading.  

3. Take turns reading. By listening to your fluent reading, your child will hear what good 
readers sound like. After you've read a short passage, ask your child to reread the 
same passage. This provides a chance for her to practice reading with expression.  

4. Have realistic expectations. For example, students should be reading approximately 
60 words per minute correctly by the end of first grade, and 90-100 words per minute 
correctly by the end of second grade. Your child's teacher can help you learn your 
child's reading rate.  
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