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��STAPLES’ RECYCLE FOR EDUCATION PROGRAM   
 
We have registered our school to participate for the 2009-2010 school year! 
 
Please support the Staples’ Recycle for Education Program by recycling your ink and 
toner cartridges. Staples will donate $1 for every cartridge received and the total 
donation will be distributed between all participating schools in the form of a gift card 
in May. Simply drop off your used cartridges and toners in the bin located in the ink 
cartridge section at Staples. Thank you! 
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We are working away in Frenc h as a  Sec ond  Language c lasses.  Grade four students a re ga ining 
c onfidenc e as they build  voc abulary and  take more c hanc es to use the language in c lass. We 
c ontinue to build  the founda tion enab ling  students to do introduc tions, ask simp le questions, follow 
d irec tions, and  know the voc abulary of everyday items used  within the c lassroom.  Extra  p rac tic e a t 
home c an help  reinforc e the learning tha t is going on a t sc hool.  Madame Terra  has provided  
students with handouts with p ronunc ia tion guides, worksheets & flashc ards for a t home prac tic e.  
Grade five students a re working on a  c ultura l c omponent of the c urric ulum lea rning a ll about NOËL- 
Québéc ois & Frenc h Christmas prac tic es.  Students have been surp rised  a t the simila rities and  
d ifferenc es in the d ifferent ways peop le c eleb ra te this c ommon holiday.  In add ition to the c ultura l 
c omponent students have been develop ing their read ing, writing  & c omprehension skills as they a re 
having to use their knowledge of the Frenc h language more and  more to c omplete their work.  In 
grade six we are working on a  new unit “ Ma  c ommunauté”  (My Community). Students a re 
develop ing a  knowledge base to be ab le to c ommunic a te with others in Frenc h about their 
c ommunity- the peop le, p lac es and  things we c an do in Grande Pra irie. 
In the New Year a ll Frenc h as a  Sec ond  Language c lasses will beg in the p repara tions for their 
“ Histoires en Ac tion! “   p lay.  This program has p roven to be a  revolutionary new approac h to sec ond  
language instruc tion.  It is based  upon the use of stories and  music  for the teac hing of Frenc h.  
Spec ific a lly designed  stories tha t a re written in the form of p lays bec ome the foc us for a  range of 
motiva ting  language ac tivities tha t help  students develop  c onfidenc e and  c ompetenc e in the 
language as they progress through eac h story unit. 
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We’ve singing up a storm in music  c lasses this month.  Grade 1 students have been working 
on their so-mi read ing and  simple rhythms.  Grade 2 students have been working on read ing 
and  writing music  using do-re-mi-so & la .  We use our entire body to help  us learn where these 
notes a re on the sta ff, whic h notes a re high and  whic h notes a re low.  Grade 3 students have 
been learning a ll about “ The Nutc rac ker” .  We’ve listened  to the music , lea rned  about the 
story, and  even c hec ked  out some of the spec ia l instruments the c omposer has used  in this 
p iec e. Grade 4 students have been learning a ll about the c omposer G.F. Handel and  one of 
his most famous p ieces “ The Ha llelujah Chorus” .  This group  LOVES to sing and  p resented  a  
song a t our end  of November assembly “ Shine a  Light for Peac e” .  Our grade five music  c lass 
has been transformed  into the Swanavon Rec order Consort in p repara tion to p resent 
inc identa l music  for our Shakespeare Festiva l.  The c onsort is p laying music  w ith multip le parts 
and  has even added  a lto rec orders into the mix!  Grade 6 music  c lass have been looking a  
music a l elements and  how d ifferent c ultures use tone & timbre to c rea te interesting  music . 
They have a lso learned  a  fun w inter partner-song tha t we hope to share w ith the sc hool in 
the New Year. 
All students a re working their musc les to be ab le to use their sing ing voic e.  We know tha t 
everyone c an sing but to get good  we have to p rac tic e!  We hope tha t you enc ourage your 
c hild  to develop  their “ sing ing musc les”  a t home by sing ing a long to their favourite tunes.  
Positive reinforc ement is a  key element in build ing c onfident and  c ourageous kids.  
Our c hoir, the Swanavon Singers, is trying something new this year and  is partic ipa ting w ith 
the Éc ole Parkside choir in a  joint performanc e.  Both c hoirs a re sing ing a  p iec e ind ividua lly 
(our song is “ Jingle All the Way” ) and  then c ombining in a  mass c hoir p iec e (“ Noël 
Nouvelet” ).   This is a  grea t opportunity for our Swanavon students to hear and  sing with 
another c hoir.  We look forward  to getting  the opportunity to do this aga in in the spring a t the 
d istric t Spring Sing in Marc h 2010. 
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